
BOARD OF SELECTMEN VIRTUAL MEETING 

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 – 6:00 PM – via Zoom 

 

PRESENT: Alan Hanson, Chair; Neal Pilson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle 

Fillio, Town Administrator; Elizabeth Goodman, Town Atty.;  

GUESTS: Harley Keisch; Leslie Breeding; Ron Veillette; Miles Garfinkel, Christian Hanson, 

Balderdash Cellars; Melanie Masdea; Holly Stover 

Neal opened the meeting with a reading of the Governor’s Directive concerning the changes to 

the Open Meeting Law during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Approval of the Minutes of the January 20, 2021 and February 10, 2021 meetings: Roger 

moved to approve the minutes as read. The motion was seconded by Neal and was adopted by 

unanimous vote. 

Balderdash Continuation of Special Permit Amendment: 

The public hearing of the Balderdash Special Permit was continued: 

Public Comment: Miles Garfinkel of 28 Richmond Shores at Colonial Acres read a prepared 

statement from his committee stating their disappointment with the changes made in the 

latest version of the Farm Function Permit for Balderdash Cellars. (See attached) The 

committee continues to have concerns about the noise generated by Balderdash’s events. 

He cited a paragraph from the Special Permits: Page 3, Paragraph C – “Farm Events will not be 

detrimental to adjacent uses or the established or future character of the neighborhood and 

compliance with the Special Permit Conditions will be monitored to assure that residents will 

not be unreasonably burdened with noise or traffic.” 

The request of the committee is to have the Board restore the various items noted in their 

statement to the level of the original document, which they felt was a better source of 

oversight. 

A considerably lengthy discussion covered many of the items in question including the number 

of hours of operation allowable, the prohibition of the use of certain musical instruments, and a 

request to limit the days of the week that Balderdash may have exterior events that include 

amplified music. Christian agreed that events with exterior amplified music would be limited to 

Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays – Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday being off-limits 

for such events.  

The discussion having concluded on what Neal said he believed to be a decent compromise, he  

moved that the Special Farm Function Permit be approved as amended. The motion was 

seconded and adopted by unanimous consent. 



Melanie Masdea – Net Zero Stretch Code: Melanie came before the Board to request that it 

sign off on a letter to the Governor expressing an interest in a Net Zero Building Code. She 

noted that it is the intention of the State to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050.  

The existing Stretch Code for efficient buildings and renewable energies would be expanded to 

Net Zero requirements, but there is concern about running into difficulty with stake holders and 

lobbyists. She noted that eight other towns have signed on to the letter, but she needs south 

county towns to add their interest in the issue.  

Roger offered a clarification of exactly what adoption of a Net Zero Building Code will mean and 

that the largest financial burden will inevitably fall, as it always does, on the middle class. 

A discussion ensued that examined the potential benefits vs potential downsides including 

some existing shortages in the area of appropriate materials and builders with the correct 

expertise. 

Roger asked Melanie to provide the Board with her proposed letter for their review. She will 

send it to the members. 

Update on Lot 142 – 0 Shore Road: Harley reported on the extensive research he has done to 

rectify the fact that the actual parcel does not match the deed on record. He noted that the 

parcel in question actual consists of two different lots: All of Lot #125 and a portion of Lot #126, 

both of which are covered by deeds showing that the Town of Richmond has clear title.  

Lot #126 includes the Boat Launch area, the Town Beach Right of Way and the surrounding 

wetlands covered by three modern tax parcels: 125/126 and 141 which shows the Right of Way 

and the Boat Launch as belonging to the State. In fact, they are owned by the Town, which is 

one reason why there is a need to change the deed. Harley wants to create three new parcels 

under three new deeds.  

The Con. Com. will review these recommendations and accurately update and mark each 

boundary. Two new deeds will be created and recorded and the parcel map updated. Then 

those three consecutive parcels can be placed under Article 97 at the Annual Town Meeting. 

The issue of the cost of doing this work was raised and it was noted that the Con. Com. has 

funds available if needed. It is necessary for this work to be done so that proceedings to turn 

the parcels over to the Con. Com. for protection can begin. This is the only way to ensure the 

protection of those parcels in the future. 

The Board agreed to have Harley proceed with obtaining bids for the required surveys and they 

thanked him for the excellent, in-depth report.  

Open Space & Recreation Plan: Ron reminded the Board that that plan, devised 5 years ago, is 

due for updating. Danielle advised Ron that the Hazard Mitigation and Municipal Vulnerability 

Program is looking at that as part of their work. Ron then asked Danielle whether she was 

aware if any of the action plans that were submitted by the various boards five years ago were 



available. She will have to search through the records that the previous Town Administrator 

kept to see if she can find any. 

Selectmen’s Matters: None of the Selectmen had any issues to discuss. 

Town Administrator Updates: Danielle noted that the next meetings will continue to adhere to 

their schedule of the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month. 

The Town Caucus will be held on March 22nd. It was decided that a “Drive-In” meeting would be 

best at this time. 

Baby Town Meeting will take place on Saturday, May 8th at 10:00 AM. 

Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 19th.  

There was discussion of how to conduct these meetings in the face of the COVID-19 

restrictions. 

Roger raised the issue of determining the correct Naming Right Rules for big money donors in 

connection with the proposed new Town Building. Danielle will check with the Town’s attorney 

as to what is allowed.  

Holly Stover asked the Board to have in mind the question of the Town’s agreement with the 

State to maintain basins. She has a copy of the written agreement to that effect between the 

Town and the State. 

There being no further business before the Board, Roger moved to adjourn the meeting. Neal 

seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous consent. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Alan Hanson, Chair 

 

  

 

 


